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the ethics found in such ancient books are all authori-
tative, not hortative, they teach " as having authority
and not as the scribes."

No religion denies or ignores these facts, as regards its
own Teachers and its own Scriptures; but, unhappily,
most are apt to deny or ignore them where the Teachers
and the Scriptures of other religions are concerned.
Students of the Wisdom realise that all these claims
must be impartially recognised or impartially rejected;

and Occultists know that while many legends and fables
may have gathered round these mighty Beings, none the
less They, of a verity, have existed in the past and exist
5n the present.

The Occult Hierarchy which rules, teaches and guides
the worlds is a graded Order, each rank having its own
multifarious duties and carrying them out in perfect
harmony, working out a portion of the plan of the
Supreme Lord, the Logos of the system, in a service
which is (< perfect freedom ". Two leading departments
of our section of this Hierarchy are concerned, the one
with the ruling, the other with the teaching of our
worlds.

, Those whom the Hindus call the four Kumaras1 are
the Chiefs of the Ruling Department, and the Manus
of Rounds and Races are Their Lieutenants, with,
below Them, the grade of Adepts, which numbers among
its members Those called Masters, to carry out the
details of Their work. Theirs to guide evolution, to

1 The Ancient Four. " Bhagavad Gii&, X. 6. Says H. P.
"Blavatsky ; <( Higher than the Four is only One."